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Growing a Grass Finished Beef Business
Southern Grassfed



Introduction…………………………..  3

The Why………………………………. 5	 	 	 

	 -,**,.#$/0"0'1'#0	 	 	 	 	 $2

The How………………………………. 8

	 3'*.4)5'*	 	 	 	 	 	 $6

	 74*,#'**$8&"#	 	 	 	 	 	 9:

	 ;<'$=,)*0$>"?$.@$;<')1.AB#"1,5*	 	 99


Start with the Soil……………………..12

	 /.,&$;'*0,#C	 	 	 	 	 	 9D

	 /.,&$E'"&0<	 	 	 	 	 	 9F


Forage Chains……………………….. 15

	 8')'##,"&*	 	 	 	 	 	 9G

	 H##4"&*	 	 	 	 	 	 	 96

	 ;)"#*,0,.#*	 	 	 	 	 	 IF


Genetics……………………………… 25

	 ;')1,#"&$J*K$-"0')#"&	 	 	 	 D:

	 L#J,).#1'#0"&$HA"(0"M,&,0B	 	 	 DD


Management………………………… 35 

	 N.?ON"&@$P(')"0,.#		 	 	 	 DQ

	 /0.5R')S=,#,*<')$P(')"0,.#	 	 	 FI

	 HA"(0,J'$%)"+,#C	 	 	 	 	 FT

	 !.5,&,0B	 	 	 	 	 	 	 F2

	 -,#')"&*	 	 	 	 	 	 	 FG

	 U"0')	 	 	 	 	 	 	 FQ


Retail vs. Wholesale…………………………..	 49

Steers vs. Heifers…………………………………..  51

Processing……………………………………..	 53

Storage and Transportation………………….	 56

Marketing………………………………………	 58

	 ;'&&,#C$V.4)$/0.)B	 	 	 	 	 	 	 T6

	 8),5,#C$	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2:

	 W4")0')X$E"&J'*X$"#A$U<.&'*$J*K$7B$0<'$N40	 	 2:

	 >.5"0,.#X$>.5"0,.#X$>.5"0,.#	 	 	 	 	 2I

	 U'M*,0'	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2D

	 /.5,"&$-'A,"	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2F

	 HAJ')0,*,#C	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2F


Certifications…………………………………..  65

Insurance………………………………………  67

Economics/Finance…………………………..  69

	 3"#5<,#C$@.)$8).@,0$	 	 	 	 	 	 	 G:

	 ;),(&'$7.00.1$>,#'	 	 	 	 	 	 	 G9

	 3'*,&,'#5'	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 72


Assessment……………………………………. 73

Ikigai……………………………………………. 75

Final Thoughts………………………………… 77

Table of Contents



Introduction

“Find your place on the planet. Dig in, 
and take responsibility from there.”  
-Gary Snyder
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If you would have told me at any time in my life prior to 2009 I would raise cattle for a 
living, I would have said you were crazy.
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C..A$)"#5<')X$"#A$0<'#$'1(&.B$0<'$'\0)"$*R,&&*$)']4,)'A$0.$A.$
,0$*0),50&B$.#$@.)"C'*K$Y$<.('$0.$*<")'$*.1'$.@$0<'$*455'**'*$
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5.*0*X$C).?$B.4)$().@,0*X$"#A$,1().J'$B.4)$]4"&,0B$.@$&,@'K

Grandpa’s first cattle, registered black Angus, back in the 1960s.
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The Why

“I dislike the thought that some animal has been made 
miserable to feed me. If I’m going to eat meat, I want it to 
be from an animal that has lived a pleasant, uncrowded 
life outdoors, on bountiful pasture, with good water 
nearby and trees for shade.” - Wendell Berry
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`*4"&&BX$0<'$A,*54**,.#$,*$5'#0')'A$").4#A$1")R'0,#CKZ!.$B.4$
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?"B$?,&&$C,J'$.#'$"$&'C$4($.#$0<'$[.4)#'BK$-"R'$*4)'$0.$A.$
B.4)$<.1'?.)RX$C"0<')$0<'$0..&*$#'5'**")BX$"#A$'\'540'$B.4)$
(&"#$.#$"$5.#*,*0'#0$M"*,*e$0<'*'$")'$0<'$R'B*$0.$"$*455'**@4&$
.(')"0,.#K

Z

Y#$E.&,*0,5$3'*.4)5'$-"#"C'1'#0$fE3-g$(),#5,(&'*X$d;<'$
U<Bb$<'&(*$M4,&A$"$-,**,.#$/0"0'1'#0X$.)$/0"0'1'#0$.@$
84)(.*'K$74,&A,#C$"$M4*,#'**$").4#A$"$/0"0'1'#0$.@$84)(.*'$

?,&&$<'&($1"R'$A",&B$A'5,*,.#*$1.)'$*0)",C<0@.)?")AKZU<,&'$,0$
1,C<0$*''1$&,R'$"#$"5"A'1,5$.)$4##'5'**")B$0"*RX$5&"),@B,#C$
B.4)$)"#5<$C."&*$"#A$1.0,J"0,.#*$,#$"$*,1(&'X$'"*B$0.$
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Y@$B.4)$1,**,.#$,*$5'#0')'A$").4#A$^)'C'#')"0,#C$*.,&*_X$0<'#$
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"$5&'")$*0"0'1'#0$.@$(4)(.*'$?,&&$<'&($R''($B.4$.#$0<'$("0<$
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When folks come visit my farm to purchase seedstock, the most important question I 
always ask is: “How do you intend to make money in the cattle business?”.
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To always do our best, and enjoy the 
daily process of creating efficient, 
resilient, and nourishing soils, 
forages, and cattle, for the health of 
the land and its people.

Deep Grass Graziers’ 
Mission Statement
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The How

“A thing is right when it tends to preserve 
the integrity, stability, and beauty of the 
biotic community.  It is wrong when it 
tends otherwise.” - Aldo Leopold
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)'*.4)5'*$.#'$<"*$"0$0<',)$A,*(.*"&X$.)$0<'$)'*.4)5'*$
#'5'**")B$0.$'\'540'$0<'$(&"#KZ;<,*$?,&&$().J,A'$J"&4"M&'$
A'0",&$0.$0<'$M4*,#'**$(&"#$0.$C'0$"$C..A$'*0,1"0'$.@$5.*0*X$
"#A$(.**,M&B$"&0')#"0,J'$M4*,#'**$.((.)04#,0,'*$0<"0$1"B$5.O
'\,*0X$*45<$"*$"C),0.4),*1X$@.)'*0)BX$<4#0,#C$"#A$@,*<,#CX$
)'5)'"0,.#X$.)$J"&4'O"AA'A$().A450,.#K$

Z

Y@$B.4$")'$"$M'C,##,#C$)"#5<')$,#0')'*0'A$,#$A,)'50$1")R'0,#C$
M''@X$<"J'$[4*0$"$@'?$"5)'*$.@$&"#AX$"#A$(&"#$.#$#.0$<,),#C$
.40*,A'$&"M.)X$B.4$1,C<0$5.#*,A')$M4B,#C$<'"JB$*0.5R')*$@).1$
B.4)$)'C,.#$@).1$"$<')A$.@$5"00&'$0<"0$1,C<0$A.$?'&&$,#$"$@.)"C'$
A'J'&.(1'#0$().C)"1KZY0$0"R'*$1"#B$1.)'$)'*.4)5'*$0.$C.$
@).1$M,)0<$0.$@,#,*<$0<"#$@).1$Q::$&M*$0.$0<'$().5'**.)K$/5"&'$,*$
"#$,1(.)0"#0$5.#*,A')"0,.#$@.)$().@,0KZV.4)$&"M.)$,*$"$5.*0$
?<'0<')$B.4$5<..*'$0.$('#5,&$,0$.)$#.0KZ7'$*4)'$0.$,#5&4A'$,0$,#$
B.4)$().@,0$"**'**1'#0*KZ


`#@.)04#"0'&BX$C)"**$A'J'&.('A$<'"JB$*0.5R')*$@).1$B.4)$
)'C,.#$5.4&A$M'$"$4#,5.)#$A,@@,54&0$0.$@,#AKZV.4$1,C<0$"&*.$@,#A$
B.4)*'&@$,#$"$M,AA,#C$?")$@.)$0<'1KZ!'J'&.(,#C$&.#CO0')1$
)'&"0,.#*<,(*$,#$B.4)$)'C,.#$0<"0$")'$M4,&0$4(.#$?,#O?,#$(),5,#C$
)'&"0,.#*<,(*$5"#$("B$A,J,A'#A*KZ%)"**$A'J'&.('A$*0.5R')*$
.@0'#$'#[.B$"$hK9:OhKITS&M$()'1,41$0.$0<',)$5.#J'#0,.#"&$
5.4#0')(")0*KZi.&"0,&,0B$,#$0<'$54))'#0$0)"A,#C$'#J,).#1'#0$5"#$
1"R'$M4B,#C$"#A$*'&&,#C$5"00&'$"$C"1M&,#C$C"1'KZN4&0,J"0,#C$
&.5"&$.)$)'C,.#"&$)'&"0,.#*<,(*$0<"0$<"J'$0)"#*(")'#5BX$
5.114#,5"0,.#X$"#A$@",)#'**$M4,&0$,#0.$0<'$1.A'&$5"#$"&&.?$@.)$
().@,0*$@.)$"&&$(")0,'*K$E'"&0<B$*0.5R')*$?,0<$0<'$),C<0$C'#'0,5*$
")'$?.)0<$0<"0$()'1,41KZ!'"0<$&.**X$*,5R#'**X$(..)$C",#*X$"#A$
,#5.#*,*0'#0$5")5"**$"00),M40'*$")'$().@,0$A)",#*K$;.$)'5',J'$"$
()'1,41$@.)$"$A,)'50$1")R'0$().A450X$.)$"$?<.&'*"&'$&."A$.@$
()'1,41$C)"**$@"0*X$B.4$#''A$"$]4"&,0B$().A450KZ;<')'b*$
5.#*,A')"M&B$&'**$),*R$*.4)5,#C$R#.?#X$<'"&0<B$5"&J'*$.)$
B'")&,#C*$@).1$"$().A450,.#$(")0#')$0<"#$M4B,#C$*"&'$M")#$
*0.5R$.)$*,C<0$4#*''#$5"&J'*$@).1$"$M).R')$.)$0<'$,#0')#'0KZ$
7).R')*$")'$#.0$"&&$M"AKZ/.1'$")'$?'&&$?.)0<$0<',)$
5.11,**,.#KZE.?'J')X$0<'*'$)'&"0,.#*<,(*$*<.4&A$M'$5")'@4&&B$
J'00'A$"#A$54&0,J"0'AK$

Z

Y@$B.4$<"J'$0<'$&"#A$M"*'X$0"R,#C$5"&J'*$@).1$M,)0<$0.$@,#,*<$
1,#,1,+'*$0<'$),*R$.@$*.4)5,#C$.40*,A'$5"00&'KZV.4$<"J'$A,)'50$
5.#0).&$.J')$0<'$C'#'0,5*X$<'"&0<$().C)"1X$?'"#,#C$().0.5.&*X$
"#A$A'J'&.(1'#0$().C)"1KZH&*.X$0<'$(),5'$*?,#C*$.@$*.4)5,#C$
0<.*'$<'"JB$*0.5R')*$")'$&'J'&'A$"*$B.4$")'$#.?$^M4B,#C_$
0<.*'$5"00&'$@).1$B.4)$.?#$5.?O5"&@$.(')"0,.#KZ;"&R$"M.40$

Another important principle of Holistic 
Management is taking inventory of an 
operation’s resources.

3'*.4)5'*
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0)"#*(")'#5BjZ;<,*$M,)0<$0.$@,#,*<$"(()."5<$)']4,)'*$"$?,A')$
*R,&&$*'0$"#A$1.)'$)'*.4)5'*X$M40$*()'"A*$0<'$),*R$.@$B.4)$
.(')"0,.#$,#0.$A,@@')'#0$*'50.)*$.@$0<'$().A450,.#$5<",#K$/.1'$
B'")*X$B.4)$5.?O5"&@$().C)"1$1,C<0$M'$1.)'$().@,0"M&'$
^*'&&,#C_$0<.*'$5"&J'*$0.$B.4)$*0.5R')S@,#,*<')$().C)"1K$P0<')$
B'")*$,0$?,&&$M'$0<'$)'J')*'X$M"*'A$.#$5"&@$1")R'0$(),5'*KZY0b*$
,1(.)0"#0$0.$5.#*,A')$0<'*'$'#0')(),*'*$*'(")"0'&B$*.$B.4$5"#$
1'"*4)'$B'")&B$().@,0$"#A$&.**$*0"0'1'#0*$@.)$'"5<KZE"J,#C$
*'(")"0'$'#0')(),*'$M4AC'0*$5.4&A$,#@.)1$B.4)$A'5,*,.#$0.$
'\("#AX$5.#0)"50X$.)$'#A$.#'$.@$0<.*'$*'50.)*KZ$


74*,#'**$8&"#

For someone considering a new 
endeavor such as grass finishing, it’s 
important to have a clear idea of not only 
‘The Why’ and ‘The How’, but also a 
roadmap for execution.


H$M4*,#'**$(&"#$,*$"$C)'"0$*0'($(),.)$0.$&"4#5<$0<"0$?,&&$<'&($
,&&41,#"0'$0<'$().(.*'A$("0<$?,0<$().['50'A$5.*0*$"#A$().@,0$
.((.)04#,0,'*K$Y@$B.4$")'$M.)).?,#C$1.#'B$0.$*0")0$0<,*$
M4*,#'**X$,0$?,&&$M'$'**'#0,"&$0.$5.#J,#5'$B.4)$&."#$.@@,5')$0<"0$
B.4$<"J'$A.#'$B.4)$A4'$A,&,C'#5'K$H$M"*,5$M4*,#'**$(&"#$?,&&$
5.#*,A')$5"(,0"&$'\('#A,04)'*X$.(')"0,#C$'\('#*'*X$"#A$

)'J'#4'$().['50,.#*KZ-"#B$&"#AOC)"#0$4#,J')*,0,'*$?,&&$<"J'$
'#0')(),*'$M4AC'0*$0<"0$B.4$5"#$A.?#&."A$"*$L\5'&$
*()'"A*<''0*$.)$"*$8!=*KZY$?.4&A$)'5.11'#A$&..R,#C$"0$
0<.*'$5&.*'*0$0.$B.4$@,)*0X$"*$0<'B$")'$1.*0$&,R'&B$0.$<"J'$
']4,J"&'#0$J"&4'*$0.$B.4)$.(')"0,.#X$5.#*,A'),#C$<.?$J"),"M&'$
5.*0*$5"#$M'$@).1$)'C,.#$0.$)'C,.#KZ7'$*4)'$0.$,#(40$B.4)$
().['50'A$5.*0*$"#A$)'04)#*$0.$C'0$"#$"554)"0'$().['50,.#K$Y@$
B.4$")'$"&)'"AB$,#$M4*,#'**$"#A$")'$0"R,#C$5"00&'$@).1$M,)0<$0.$
@,#,*<X$,0b*$"&*.$"$C..A$,A'"$0.$&..R$"0$0<'$().@,0"M,&,0B$.@$'"5<$
*'50.)$.@$B.4)$.(')"0,.#KZ/'(")"0'$0<'$'#0')(),*'*$,#0.$5.?O
5"&@X$*0.5R')X$"#A$@,#,*<,#C$.(')"0,.#*K$;<,*$?,&&$)']4,)'X$"0$
&'"*0$.#$("(')X$0<'$*0.5R')$.(')"0,.#$^M4B,#C_$0<'$5"&J'*$@).1$
0<'$5.?O5"&@$().C)"1$"0$@",)$1")R'0$J"&4'X$"#A$0<'$@,#,*<,#C$
.(')"0,.#$^M4B,#C_$0<'$5"&J'*$@).1$0<'$*0.5R')$().C)"1K$;<,*$
?,&&$,#@.)1$B.4)$M4*,#'**$?<,5<$*'50.)$<"*$0<'$1.*0$().@,0$
(.0'#0,"&KZ

Z

k4*0$M'5"4*'$0<'$@,#,*<,#C$.(')"0,.#$1,C<0$*<.?$0<'$C)'"0'*0$
().@,0$.((.)04#,0BX$A.'*#b0$1'"#$B.4$*<.4&A$C,J'$4($B.4)$5.?O
5"&@$.)$*0.5R')$().C)"1KZE.?'J')X$,@$B.4$5"#$@,#A$"$5.#*,*0'#0$
*4((&B$.@$C'#'0,5*$0<"0$?.)R$@.)$B.4)$().C)"1$.@@O@")1X$B.4$
1,C<0$5.#*,A')$@.54*,#C$.#$.#'$'#0')(),*'$0<"#$"&&$0<)''K$H$
5.#*,A')"0,.#$.@$)'*.4)5'*$,*$,1(.)0"#0$<')'KZY@$B.4)$@")1$,*$
6:l$4#,1().J'A$M"<,"C)"**$("*04)'*$"#A$9:l$<,C<$]4"&,0B$
"##4"&*X$0<'#$B.4)$5.?O5"&@$.(')"0,.#$?,&&$M'$M'00')$@,0$@.)$0<,*$
)'*.4)5'$M"*,*$0<"#$*?,05<,#C$0<'$'#0,)'$().A450,.#$0.$
@,#,*<,#CKZ;<'$&"*0$*0"C'*$.@$@"00'#,#C$5"00&'$.#$C)"**$)']4,)'*$
<,C<$'#')CB$@.)"C'*KZfU'$?,&&$A,*54**$@"00'#,#C$5"00&'$.#$
@.)"C'*$,#$*4M*']4'#0$5<"(0')*Kg$7'$*4)'$0.$R#.?$B.4)$
)'*.4)5'*$"#A$)']4,)'1'#0*$M'@.)'$[41(,#C$,#0.$"$#'?$
'#A'"J.)X$.)$(&"5,#C$"&&$B.4)$'CC*$,#$.#'$M"*R'0K$Z
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Let’s start with the basics. Energy can 
never be created or destroyed.


;<')'@.)'X$.4)$[.M$"*$C)"+,')*$,*$0.$5"(04)'$"#A$1.#'0,+'$"*$
145<$d@)''$'#')CBb$"*$(.**,M&'K$U'$A.$0<"0$0<).4C<$1"#"C,#C$
.4)$5"00&'$0.$'@@,5,'#0&B$<")J'*0$?"0')$"#A$*4#&,C<0KZ;<,*$
(),#5,(&'$"((&,'*$#.0$.#&B$0.$C)"**$@,#,*<,#CX$M40$0.$"&&$*0"C'*$.@$
)41,#"#0$<4*M"#A)BKZ-"#"C,#C$0<'$C)"+,#C$M'<"J,.)$.@$.4)$
<')A*X$?<"0'J')$B.4$5"&&$,0$f"A"(0,J'X$).0"0,.#"&X$1"#"C'1'#0$
,#0'#*,J'X$'05KgX$5"#$"&&.?$@.)$.4)$("*04)'*$0.$5"(04)'$1.)'$
*4#&,C<0X$?<,&'$M4,&A,#C$.)C"#,5$1"00')$"#A$,#5)'"*,#C$?"0')$
,#@,&0)"0,.#K$;.$M'$*455'**@4&$C)"**$@,#,*<')*X$?'$14*0$@,)*0$M'$
5.1('0'#0$@.)"C'$@")1')*K$740$0.$M'$C..A$@.)"C'$@")1')*X$?'$
14*0$4#A')*0"#A$*.,&$<'"&0<KZ

Z

N"(04),#C$1"\,141$*4#&,C<0$,#J.&J'*$<"J,#C$"$A'#*'$5"#.(B$
.@$C)''#$C).?,#C$&'"J'*$"*$1"#B$A"B*$.@$0<'$B'")$"*$
(.**,M&'KZY@$?'$<"J'$"$5.#0,#4.4*$1.#.54&04)'X$.J')C)"+'$.#$
"$)'C4&")$M"*,*X$)'&B$<'"J,&B$.#$<')M,5,A'*X$.)$A.#b0$"&&.?$
().(')$)'*0$"#A$)'5.J')BX$?'$")'$#.0$1"\,1,+,#C$0<,*$B'")O
&.#C$5"#.(BK$Y@$.4)$*.,&*$")'$5.1("50'AX$A'J.,A$.@$.)C"#,5$
1"00')X$.)$(")5<'A$@).1$"$*(")*'$*?")AX$,0$,*$&,R'&B$?'$")'$#.0$
1"\,1,+,#C$.4)$"M,&,0B$0.$40,&,+'$"#A$)'0",#$()'5,(,0"0,.#KZ;<'*'$
")'$"&&$(.0'#0,"&$().M&'1*$?'$*<.4&A$)'5.C#,+'$*.$.4)$
1"#"C'1'#0$5"#$?.)R$0.?")A*$5"(04),#C$0<'$@)''$'#')CB$?'$
C'0$'J')B$A"B$0<'$*4#$5.1'*$4(K$Z


Z

>'0b*$*0")0$.4)$"**'**1'#0$@).1$0<'$@,)*0$0<,#C$?'$*<.4&A$
"&?"B*$A.$.#$"$#'?$().(')0BK$

;<'$=,)*0$>"?$.@$;<')1.AB#"1,5*

A dense summer annual sward bathing in sunlight.
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Start with Soil Health

“The health of soil, animal, plant, and man is 
one and indivisible.” - Sir Albert Howard
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(E$,*$.#'$.@$0<'$1.*0$,1(.)0"#0$1'"*4)'1'#0*KZ$-.*0$<,C<O
]4"&,0B$@.)"C'$*('5,'*$,#$0<'$/.40<'"*0$()'@')$"$#'40)"&$(E$.@$
M'0?''#$2K:O2KTK$Y@$B.4)$*.,&*$")'$M'&.?$TKTX$Y$?.4&A$
)'5.11'#A$,#J'*0,#C$,#$&,1'$0.$5)'"0'$"$[41(*0")0$@.)$0<',)$
().A450,.#KZY0$,*$(.**,M&'$0.$)",*'$(E$?,0<$5.#5'#0)"0'A$<"B$
@''A,#C$"#A$1"#4)'$"#A$4),#'$A'(.*,0*X$M40$,0$1,C<0$M'$1.)'$
'\('A,'#0$0.$"AA$&,1'KZV.4)$1,**,.#$*0"0'1'#0$1,C<0$<'&($B.4$
1"R'$0<,*$A'5,*,.#X$M"*'A$.#$0<'$,1(.)0"#5'$.@$.(0,1,+,#C$
().C)'**$J')*4*$"$(.0'#0,"&$C."&$.@$1,#,1,+,#C$.@@$@")1$,#(40*$
"#A$'\('#*'*KZE.?'J')X$"$&.?$(E$5"#$1"R'$B.4)$*.,&*$
,#'@@,5,'#0$"0$40,&,+,#C$"AA'A$@')0,&,+')*X$"1'#A1'#0*X$.)$
,#0).A45'A$,1().J'A$*('5,'*X$*.$M'$*4)'$0.$5.))'50$(E$(),.)$0.$
0<'*'$'\('#A,04)'*KZ>.?$(E$*.,&*$?,&&$"&*.$#")).?$0<'$)"#C'$.@$
*('5,'*$0<"0$?,&&$0<),J'$@).1$0<'$#"0,J'$*''A$M"#R$0<"0$&,J'*$.#$
B.4)$@")1K

Z

U<,&'$"$M"*,5$4#,J')*,0B$*.,&$0'*0$?,&&$C,J'$B.4$"#$
4#A')*0"#A,#C$.@$0<'$1"[.)$"#A$1,#.)$'&'1'#0*$,#$B.4)$*.,&*X$
(EX$"#A$*.,&$.)C"#,5$1"00')$&'J'&*X$0<')'$")'$*'J')"&$*.,&$
<'"&0<$0'*0*$.(0,.#*$"J",&"M&'$0.A"B$0<"0$1,C<0$C,J'$B.4$"$
M'00')$M"*'&,#'$"**'**1'#0$.@$("*04)'$<'"&0<K$;<'$E"#'B$0'*0X$

0<'$8<.*(<.&,(,A$="00B$H5,A$;'*0$f8>=HgX$0<'$/.,&$=..A?'M$
7,.&.CB$0'*0X$"#A$0<'$N.)#'&&$N.1()'<'#*,J'$/.,&$E'"&0<$0'*0X$
")'$[4*0$"$@'?$.@$0<'1KZ`#A')*0"#A,#C$<.?$"#A$?<'#$0.$0"R'$
0<'$0'*0*X$"#A$<.?$0.$,#0')()'0$0<'$A"0"$,*$5),0,5"&$0.$C",#,#C$
M'#'@,0$@).1$0<'*'$0..&*KZLA45"0'$B.4)*'&@$.#$?<"0$0<'B$5"#$
0'&&$B.4$"#A$<.?$B.4$1,C<0$4*'$0<'1$0.$M'#'@,0$B.4)$
1"#"C'1'#0KZ;)"5R,#C$B.4)$*.,&$<'"&0<$5"#$M'$"#$,1(.)0"#0$
0..&$,#$4#A')*0"#A,#C$,@$B.4)$1"#"C'1'#0$,*$M'#'@,0,#C$B.4)$
"M,&,0B$0.$M"&"#5'$"#A$.(0,1,+'$().@,0X$)'*,&,'#5'X$"#A$
*4*0",#"M,&,0BK

Understanding the basic characteristics 
of your soil will be extremely useful in 
identifying the critical areas that will 
need addressing.

/.,&$;'*0,#C

Careful attention must be paid to proper soil sampling techniques to get 
accurate results (Shutterstock).
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“When a decision is made to cope with the symptoms of a problem, it is generally 
assumed the corrective measures will solve the problem itself. They seldom do.”

                                                                                                                - Masanobu Fukuoka!,*04)M"#5'$,*$0<'$1"#"C'1'#0$0..&$?'$.@0'#$4*'$0.$5.1M"0$
-.0<')$m"04)'X$?<'#$?'$@,#A$<')$?.)R$5.4#0')$0.$.4)*K$
N.4#0&'**$A.&&")*$<"J'$M''#$*('#0$.#$('*0,5,A'*$0.$),A$
.4)*'&J'*$.@$^?''A*_$"#A$,#*'50$('*0*KZ;<,*$M"00&'$"C",#*0$
#"04)'$,*$5.*0&BK$LJ'#$,@$?'$?,#$"$M"00&'X$?'$?,&&$#'J')$?,#$
0<'$?")K$Y$4*'$]4.0"0,.#*$").4#A$^?''A*_$M'5"4*'$0<'$M'*0$
A'@,#,0,.#$.@$0<,*$0')1$,*$"$(&"#0$.40$.@$(&"5'KZfH$*<''($.)$
C."0$1,C<0$A,*"C)''$?,0<$0<'$5"00&'1"#b*$A'@,#,0,.#Kg


-,#,1,+,#C$A,*04)M"#5'X$M.0<$5<'1,5"&$"#A$(<B*,5"&X$,*$.#'$
.@$0<'$T$(),#5,(&'*$.@$*.,&$<'"&0<KZ;.$.J')5.1'$.4)$('*0$"#A$
?''A$5<"&&'#C'*X$?'$14*0$*0.($@.54*,#C$.#$0<'$*B1(0.1*$
"#A$"AA)'**$0<'$4#A')&B,#C$().M&'1K$`#A')*0"#A,#C$"#A$
40,&,+,#C$0<'*'$(),#5,(&'*$?,&&$'\('A,0'$0<'$().C)'**$B.4)$*.,&*$
1"R'$0.?")A*$)'*,&,'#5'$"#A$<'"&0<KZ$


;<'*'$(),#5,(&'*$")'$C4,A'(.*0*$0.$<'&($,1().J'$B.4)$*.,&$
@..A$?'MX$"#A$4&0,1"0'&B$B.4)$@.)"C'$().A450,.#$?,0<$@'?')$
.@@O@")1$,#(40*KZ8).C)'**$,*#b0$"*$,11'A,"0'$"*$9::$4#,0*$.@$
"11.#,41$#,0)"0'X$M40$&.#CO0')1$"#A$*<.)0$O0')1$C."&*$
*<.4&A$M.0<$M'$5.#*,A')'A$?<'#$1"#"C,#C$@.)$M.0<$
)'*,&,'#5'$"#A$().@,0KZY#(40$5.*0*$5"#$J")B$C)'"0&BX$"#A$?<,&'$
B.4$5"#b0$*0")J'$B.4)*'&@$,#0.$"$().@,0X$*('#A$?,*'&BK$
;<.4C<0@4&$1"#"C'1'#0$,*$"#$"@@.)A"M&'$A'(.*,0$,#$B.4)$
*.,&*b$M"#R$"55.4#0K$Z


Z


c''($*.,&*$5.J')'A$MB$1",#0",#,#C$C).?,#C$(&"#0*$"*$
1"#B$A"B*$.@$0<'$B'")$"*$B.4)$5&,1"0'$?,&&$"&&.?KZ;<,*$
4*4"&&B$,#J.&J'*$"$1,\04)'$.@$M.0<$(')'##,"&$"#A$"##4"&$
*('5,'*$,#$B.4)$@.)"C'$5<",#K


`0,&,+'$14&0,(&'$*('5,'*$,#$B.4)$*?")AKZm"04)'$"M<.)*$"$
1.#.54&04)'K$;)B$1"#"C,#C$@.)$"$1,\04)'$.@$C)"**'*X$
&'C41'*X$"#A$@.)M*$?<'#$(.**,M&'K$H&*.$5.#*,A')$J,#'*X$
*<)4M*X$"#A$*1"&&$0)''*$0<"0$")'$M'#'@,5,"&$0.$C)"+,#C$.#$
B.4)$@,'&A$'AC'*K


-,#,1,+'$A,*04)M"#5'K$7.0<$5<'1,5"&$f('*0,5,A'*g$"#A$
(<B*,5"&$f0,&&"C'g$A,*04)M"#5'$*<.4&A$M'$1,#,1,+'AK


H&&.?$@.)$().(')$)'*0$"#A$)'5.J')B$3'"A$B.4)$("*04)'*$
?'&&$0.$R#.?$<.?$&.#C$0.$C)"+'$0<'1X$"0$?<"0$"#,1"&$
A'#*,0BX$"#A$?<'#$0.$)'04)#K


`*'$"#,1"&*$0.$5B5&'$#40),'#0*KZY@$B.4)$@")1$(&"#$,#J.&J'*$
14&0,(&'$*('5,'*$.@$"#,1"&*X$'J'#$M'00')K$740$)'5.C#,+'$
0<'$1"#"C'1'#0$5.1(&'\,0,'*$0<"0$0<,*$?,&&$'#0",&K

1

2

3
4

5

T$8),#5,(&'*$.@$/.,&$E'"&0<
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Forage Chains
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H*$"$1"#"C')X$"#B0,1'$Y$C'0$M'0?''#$"$5.?$"#A$<')$"M,&,0B$
0.$@''A$<')*'&@X$Yb1$().M"M&B$*('#A,#C$1.)'$1.#'B$"#A$
'@@.)0$0<"#$Y$*<.4&AKZ;<')'$")'$'\5'(0,.#*$.@$5.4)*'X$&,R'$
*4((&'1'#0"&$@''A,#C$A4),#C$?'"#,#CX$A).4C<0X$.)$*'"*.#$
0)"#*,0,.#*K$E.?'J')X$1"#"C,#C$*'"*.#"&$0)"#*,0,.#*$?,0<$"$
C..A$@.)"C'$(&"#$5"#$M'$0<'$A,@@')'#5'$M'0?''#$)'A$.)$M&"5R$
,#R$,#$B.4)$"55.4#0$&'AC')KZ;<,*$5.4&A$,#J.&J'$(&"#0,#C$
"##4"&*$0.$*0.5R(,&'$@.)$0<'$@"&&$*&41($f/.)C<41O*4A"#X$
5.?('"X$5)"MC)"**X$'05Kg$.)$,#J'*0,#C$,#$&'C41'*$"#A$@.)M*$
f5<,5.)BX$(&"#0",#X$?<,0'$5&.J')X$)'A$5&.J')X$'05Kg$0.$<"J'$<,C<$
]4"&,0B$C)"+,#C$?<'#$B.4)$?.)R<.)*'$@.)"C'$M"*'$,*$,#$
A'5&,#'$.)$A.)1"#0KZ/0.5R(,&,#C$M')14A"C)"**$.)$@'*54'$,*$
"&*.$"$C)'"0$0'5<#,]4'$@.)$&.?$5.*0$@''A$A4),#C$@"&&$"#A$
?,#0')K

Z

H*$1"#"C')*X$?'$*<.4&A$5.#*,A')$?<,5<$@.)"C'$*('5,'*$.)$
1,\'A$*?")A*$?'$?"#0$0.$'*0"M&,*<$"#A$#4)04)'K$7'@.)'$
1"R,#C$0<'*'$*'&'50,.#*X$?'$*<.4&A$5.#*4&0$.4)$1,**,.#$
*0"0'1'#0X$4#A')*0"#A$?<"0$*('5,'*$5"#$0<),J'$,#$.4)$
'#J,).#1'#0X$"#A$4#A')*0"#A$?<"0$@.)"C'*$0<'$().C)"1$?,&&$
)']4,)'$0.$)'"5<$,0*$1")R'0,#C$C."&*KZU'$?,&&$#'\0$0"&R$"M.40$
(')'##,"&$"#A$"##4"&$*('5,'*$"#A$<.?$0<'B$5"#$M'5.1'$
&,#R*$,#$.4)$@.)"C'$5<",#$0.$"&&.?$0<'$5.?*$0.$A.$0<'$<'"JB$
&,@0,#CK

To profit in any ranching enterprise, it’s 
important to let the animals do the work.

Ranching is simple.  We just try and make it complicated.  Photo credit: 
Chris Hunt for the AJC
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7"<,"$"#A$M')14A"C)"**$A.1,#"0'$0<'$/.40<$"$&,00&'$M'&.?$
`/$,#0')*0"0'$I:X$.)$"M.40$DD$A'C)''*$mKZm.)0<$.@$0<,*$)'C,.#X$
M')14A"C)"**$"#A$@'*54'$("*04)'*$")'$5.11.#KZN.?O5"&@$
.(')"0,.#*$?,&&$&'"#$<'"J,&B$.#$0<'*'$(')'##,"&$*('5,'*$
M'5"4*'$0<'B$5"#$M'$&.?O5.*0$*B*0'1*$?,0<$"$&.#C$*'"*.#$.@$
().A450,.#KZH$<'"&0<B$(.(4&"0,.#$.@$5&.J')*X$(')'##,"&$.)$)'O
*''A,#C$"##4"&*X$1,\'A$?,0<$0<'*'$*('5,'*$?,&&$5.#0),M40'$0.$
1.)'$().A450,.#$"0$&.?')$5.*0*X$"#A$?,0<$@'*54'X$<'&($
1,0,C"0'$0<'$0.\,5.*,*$@.4#A$,#$0<'$*''A*$.@$'#A.(<B0'$
,#@'50'A$J"),'0,'*KZ$


`#@.)04#"0'&BX$"(")0$@).1$@'*54'$A4),#C$"$*<.)0$?,#0')$('),.AX$
"#A$"$@'?$&'C41'$*('5,'*X$(')'##,"&*$,#$0<'$/.40<$0B(,5"&&B$
&"5R$0<'$'#')CB$)']4,)'1'#0*$0.$(40$@,#,*<,#C$C",#*$.#$B.4#C$
"#,1"&*KZH&@"&@"X$?<,0'$5&.J')X$"#A$(')'##,"&$('"#40$")'$"$@'?$
&'C41'*$0<"0$<"J'$M.0<$0<'$'#')CB$"#A$().0',#$5.#0'#0$
#'5'**")B$@.)$C",#*$.J')$0?.$(.4#A*$(')$A"BKZ-"#"C'1'#0$
.@$"&@"&@"$,#$0<'$/.40<$,*$5<"&&'#C,#CX$(4)'$*0"#A*$.@$?<,0'$
5&.J')$5"#$M'$0),5RB$A4'$0.$M&."0$5.#5')#*X$"#A$(')'##,"&$
('"#40$,*$M.0<$A,@@,54&0$"#A$'\('#*,J'$0.$'*0"M&,*<$"#A$&"5R*$
0<'$().A450,.#$0.##"C'$#'5'**")B$0.$[4*0,@B$0<'$'\('#*'$@.)$
1.*0$().A45')*KZE.?'J')X$"$5.&&"M.)"0,.#$.@$&"#AOC)"#0$ Indy enjoys bahiagrass even more than the cows.

8')'##,"&*
The backbone of most profitable cow-
calf programs should be a healthy 
perennial forages base.
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4#,J')*,0,'*Z$,#$0<'$/.40<$<"J'$(40$0.C'0<')Z"$C)'"0$
A.541'#0$0<"0$5.J')*$'*0"M&,*<1'#0$"#A$1"#"C'1'#0$.@$
"&@"&@"$*''A'A$,#0.$M')14A"C)"**$("*04)'*KZU,0<$0<'$().(')$
(&"##,#C$"#A$'\'540,.#X$0<,*$5.1M,#"0,.#$5"#$M'$"$C)'"0$
(')'##,"&$*B*0'1$@.)$C).?,#C$
5"00&'$@).1$*(),#C$0.$@"&&KZ$

 

H$@'?$B'")*$M"5R$Y$?.)R'A$?,0<$
!)K$k'##,@')$;45R')$.@$`%H$"#A$
'*0"M&,*<'A$0<,)0B$"5)'*$.@$
"&@"&@"$.J')*''A'A$,#$0<'$@"&&$
,#0.$;,@0.#$QT$<BM),A$
M')14A"C)"**$.#$1B$@")1KZH&&$
?,#0')$Y$*'")5<'A$@.)$0<'$"&@"&@"$
*''A&,#C*$,#$0<'$5).(('A$0<"05<$
.@$0<'$M')14A"C)"**X$M40$,#$
-")5<$0<'$"&@"&@"$'\(&.A'AX$
C'00,#C$"$<'"A$*0")0$.#$0<'$
C)"**KZY#$H(),&$Y$1"A'$1B$@,)*0$
M"&'"C'$5).($.@$0<'$1,\04)'X$
?<,5<$?"*$1.*0&B$"&@"&@"X$"#A$"*$
0<'$*411')$().C)'**'A$0<'$M')14A"C)"**$5"1'$.#$*0).#CX$
?,0<.40$"#B$#,0).C'#$@')0,&,+')KZU<,&'$Y$?"*$,1()'**'A$?,0<$
0<'$"1.4#0$.@$@.)"C'$().A45'A$.J')$0<'$*'"*.#$?,0<$.#&B$"$
&,00&'$"((&,'A$(.0"**,41X$Y$?"*$A,*<'")0'#'A$MB$"$#'?$('*0nZ$
0<)''O5.)#')'A$"&@"&@"$<.((')*K$Y$"1$&."0<$0.$4*'$
,#*'50,5,A'*X$M40$"@0')$)'"5<,#C$0<'$0<)'*<.&A$.@$A"1"C'$0.$
0<'$"&@"&@"$*0"#AX$)'&450"#0&B$(4&&'A$0<'$0),CC')KZH$
1"#"C'1'#0$1,*0"R'$Y$1"A'$,#$0<"0$@,)*0$B'")$?"*$#.0$
)'*'00,#C$0<'$M')14A"$"@0')$"$1,AO*411')$C)"+'KZY$4*'A$0<'$

0"R'$<"&@X$&'"J'$<"&@$(),#5,(&'$"#A$0<'$<'"JB$M')14A"C)"**$
0<"05<$?"*$0..$145<$5.1('0,0,.#$@.)$0<'$@,)*0OB'")$"&@"&@"$
*0"#AK$V'")$0?.$Y$<"A$"M.40$<"&@$0<'$.),C,#"&$*0"#AX$"#A$B'")$
0<)''$0<'$"&@"&@"$?"*$.#&B$@.4#A$,#$(&"5'*KZ$


Y$?.4&A$&,R'$0.$0)B$0<'$"&@"&@"O
M')14A"C)"**$.J')*''A$"C",#X$M40$
0<,*$0,1'$4*'$,0$"*$"$1,\'A$*('5,'*$
(&"#0,#C$?,0<$)'A$5&.J')X$5),1*.#$
5&.J')X$5<,5.)BX$?<,0'$5&.J')X$"#A$
")).?&'"@$5&.J')KZU<,&'$0<,*$?,&&$
5')0",#&B$5.1(&,5"0'$0<'$,A'"&$
C)"+,#C$"#A$<"B$('),.A*X$Y$<.('$
0<'$A,J')*,0B$?,&&$<'&($1,0,C"0'$0<'$
('*0$()'**4)'$"#A$5)'"0'$1.)'$
)'*,&,'#5'$,#$0<'$C)"**O&'C41'$
(")0#')*<,(KZU<,&'$#"04)'$"M<.)*$
1.#.54&04)'*X$,0$0B(,5"&&B$<.&A*$
*.1'$)'*'#01'#0$0.?")A*$*,1(&'$
5.1M,#"0,.#*KZm"04)'$&.J'*$
A,J')*,0Bj


Z

U<,&'$Y$A.#b0$<"J'$0<'$(')@'50$)'5,('$@.)$(')'##,"&$@,#,*<,#C$
*B*0'1*$,#$0<'$/.40<X$Y$M'&,'J'$0<"0$0<'$),C<0$5.1M,#"0,.#$.@$
C)"**'*X$&'C41'*$"#A$@.)M*$*<.4&A$().J,A'$"$M"5RM.#'$.@$
().A450,.#$0.$5.#0),M40'$5.*0$'@@'50,J'$C",#*K$Y#$1B$
'\('),'#5'X$A,J')*'$*?")A*$?,&&$M'$&'**$().#'$0.$('*0$"#A$
A,*'"*'$()'**4)'X$"#A$"&&.?$@.)$"$1.)'$#40),0,J'$C)"+,#C$
.((.)04#,0BX$1,#,#C$A,@@')'#0$1,#')"&*$@).1$0<'$*.,&$"#A$
*4M*.,&$"#A$().J,A,#C$"$J"),'A$A,'0$@.)$0<'$C)"+')K


Chicory, vetch, ryegrass, plantain, and brassicas.

https://www.alfalfa.org/pdf/AlfalfaBermudagrass-LowRes.pdf
https://www.alfalfa.org/pdf/AlfalfaBermudagrass-LowRes.pdf
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Years ago, having heard Gabe Brown 
speak about polyculture annuals at his 
home ranch in South Dakota, I raced 
home and started building annual 
mixes.


-B$@,)*0$@"&&S?,#0')$1,\$?"*$.J')$0?'&J'$*('5,'*K$Y$(&"#0'A$,0X$
1.*0$'J')B0<,#C$5"1'$4(X$"#A$Y$().1(0&B$.J')C)"+'A$,0$?,0<$
0..$1"#B$5.?*$.#$0..$@'?$A"B*KZ;'"5<,#C$B.4)*'&@$0.$)'"A$
"#,1"&$C)"+,#C$A"B*$5"#$M'$"*$5.1(&,5"0'A$"*$4*,#C$"$),*,#C$
(&"0'$1'0')$.)$1.)'$"AJ"#5'A$)"A,.$0'&'1'0)B$']4,(1'#0X$.)$
"*$)4A,1'#0")B$"*$4*,#C$B.4)$'\('),'#5'$.@$*455'**'*$"#A$
@",&4)'*$0.$0)",#$B.4)$'B'KZ;<'$,1(.)0"#0$0<,#C$,*$0.$&'")#$@).1$
B.4)$1,*0"R'*$"#A$'))$.#$0<'$*,A'$.@$4#A')C)"+,#CK$;<"0$@,)*0$
.J')C)"+,#C$5.*0$1'$"$5.1(&'0'$C)"+,#C$5B5&'$,#$0<"0$@,'&AK$


H##4"&*

Too much time for too many cows.  

Gabe Brown custom seed mix.
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I:

H*$Y$M'5"1'$1.)'$'\('),'#5'A$?,0<$1,\'*X$Y$*0")0'A$
1,#,1,+,#C$0<'$*('5,'*$0<"0$A,A#b0$5.#0),M40'$0.$"#,1"&$
(')@.)1"#5'KZU<,&'$*.,&$<'"&0<$?"*$*0,&&$"$(),.),0BX$Y$?"#0'A$0.$
5.#5'#0)"0'$1B$A.&&")*$.#$(.4#A*$.@$M''@$(')$"5)'X$?<,&'$
*0,&&$5.#0),M40,#C$0.$"$).M4*0$*.,&$M4,&A,#C$*?")AK$Y$M),'@&B$540$
M"5R$0.$").4#A$@,J'$*('5,'*X$M40$"@0')$<'"),#C$!)K$N<),*0,#'$
k.#'*$)'@&'50$.#$0<'$,1(.)0"#5'$.@$"0$&'"*0$*,\$*('5,'*$0.$
().J,A'$0<'$'#0.4)"C'$'@@'50$@.4#A$,#$#"04)'X$Y$"AA'A$*.1'$
*'&'50,.#*$M"5R$0<"0$?')'$#.0$"*$,1(.)0"#0$0.$1B$C",#*$M40$
?.4&A$<.('@4&&B$"AA$0.$0<'$*455'**$.@$1B$*.,&$M4,&A,#C$?.)RK$
;.A"B$1B$1,\'*$0B(,5"&&B$@'"04)'$C)"**'*X$&'C41'*X$"#A$
@.)M*K$Y$&'"#$<'"J,&B$.#$0<'$0),'AO"#AO0)4'$J"),'0,'*$0<"0$?.)R$
<')'X$"#A$*(),#R&'$,#$*'&'50,.#*$0<"0$?,&&$5.1(&'1'#0$0<'$
*('5,'*$1,\X$C)"+,#C$?,#A.?*X$"#A$*'5.#A")B$C."&*$0.$
C)"+,#CKZH$@'?$.@$0<'*'$*'5.#A")B$C."&*$")'$#40),'#0$5B5&,#CX$
,#5)'"*,#C$1B5.))<,+"&$(.(4&"0,.#*X$A'5)'"*,#C$*.,&$
5.1("50,.#X$"#A$,1().J,#C$*.,&$.)C"#,5$1"00')KZ$

Z

%)''#$N.J')$/''AX$"$*('5,"&0B$*''A$5.1("#B$&.5"0'A$,#$
m'M)"*R"X$<"*$"#$,#C'#,.4*$.#&,#'$0..&$@.)$M4,&A,#C$*.,&$
1,\'*$0<"0$1"R'*$)'5.11'#A"0,.#*$M"*'A$.#$B.4)$&.5"0,.#X$
#41M')$.@$C).?,#C A"B*X$'\('50'A$()'5,(,0"0,.#X$"#A$B.4)$
(),1")B$"#A$*'5.#A")B$C."&*KZY0$?,&&$"&&.?$B.4$0.$@4&&B$
54*0.1,+'$B.4)$1,\$.)$1"R'$)'5.11'#A"0,.#*$C'#')"0'A$MB$
,0*$"&C.),0<1KZ;<'$@.&R*$0<')'$"0$%)''#$N.J')$/''A$")'$C)'"0$
0.$?.)R$?,0<$"*$?'&&KZ$

Z

YbJ'$"&*.$'#[.B'A$?.)R,#C$?,0<$/.40<'"*0$HC),/''A*$&.5"0'A$
,#$%'.)C,"KZ/<,((,#C$,*$1.)'$"@@.)A"M&'$@.)$.4)$)'C,.#X$0<'B$

5"))B$*('5,'*$"#A$J"),'0,'*$0",&.)'A$@.)$0<'$/.40<X$"#A$0<'B$
")'$'\0)'1'&B$R#.?&'AC'"M&'$)'C")A,#C$1,\'*X$(&"#0,#C$
?,#A.?*X$"#A$@')0,&,+"0,.#K$U<,&'$Y$4*4"&&B$<"J'$"$M4AC'0$
)"#C'$@.)$*''A$1,\04)'*X$Y$)'1,#A$1B*'&@$0<"0$"$@'?$1.)'$
A.&&")*$(')$"5)'$,#$0<'$),C<0$1,\$5.4&A$"AA$<4#A)'A*$,@$#.0$
0<.4*"#A*$.@$A.&&")*$,#$().@,0X$#.0$0.$1'#0,.#$0<'$&.#CO0')1$
'5.&.C,5"&$M'#'@,0*$.@$<'"&0<B$*.,&KZ!.#b0$M'$"@)",A$0.$,#J'*0K

 

/.1'0,1'*$.4)$C)'"0'*0$A,*5.J'),'*$")'$@).1$"55,A'#0*K$
P#'$?,#0')$?<,&'$(&"#0,#C$"##4"&*$Y$1.J'A$0.$"$#'?$@,'&A$
?<')'$Y$?"*$C.,#C$0.$(&"#0$5')'"&$)B'$0.$*"J'$*''A$@.)$0<'$
@.&&.?,#C$B'")KZY#*0'"A$.@$5&'"#,#C$.40$0<'$A),&&X$Y$'1(0,'A$0<'$
A),&&$MB$(&"#0,#C$"$@'?$).?*$.@$0<'$C)"+,#C$5.5R0",&$YbA$4*'A$,#$
0<'$()'J,.4*$@,'&AKZY0$<"A$5')'"&$)B'X$J'05<X$."0*X$"#A$"$&,00&'$
5),1*.#$5&.J')$,#$0<'$1,\K$H$@'?$?''R*$&"0')$),A,#C$MB$0<'$
@,'&A$Y$*"?$*.1'0<,#C$0<"0$1"A'$1'$C)"M$1B$5"1')"K$;<'$
(.&B54&04)'$*0)'"R$?"*$0?,5'$"*$0"&&$"#A$0<,5R$"*$0<'$
1.#.54&04)'$)B'KZY$&,0')"&&B$5.4&A#b0$M'&,'J'$1B$'B'*KZU<,&'$
0<,*$?"*$@")$@).1$"$*5,'#0,@,5$*04ABX$,0$?"*$"$*0).#C$J.0'$@.)$
1,\'A$*('5,'*$(&"#0,#C*K$


8.&B54&04)'$(&"#0,#C*$5"#$1"R'$C)"+,#C$A'5,*,.#*$1.)'$
A,@@,54&0X$"*$A,@@')'#0$*('5,'*$")'$)'"AB$0.$C)"+'$"0$A,@@')'#0$
0,1'*K$E.?'J')X$0<,*$5<"&&'#C'$,*$"&*.$"#$.((.)04#,0BKZP#'$
5"#$A'@')$C)"+,#C$,#$0<'$?,#0')$0.$"&&.?$0<'$*(),#C$@&4*<$0.$
C,J'$&'C41'*$"#A$@.)M*$"$5<"#5'$0.$@&.4),*<X$.)$&,C<0&B$C)"+'$
,#$0<'$@"&&$.)$?,#0')$0.$@,&&$B.4)$@.)"C'$5<",#KZP#'$5"#$"&*.$
C)"+'$<'"J,')$'")&B$,@$0<'$"#,1"&*$)']4,)'$M'00')$"J')"C'$
A",&B$C",#*$"#A$"$*4((&'1'#0$,*#b0$"J",&"M&'$.)$,*$5.*0$

https://smartmix.greencoverseed.com/
https://southeastagriseeds.com/
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().<,M,0,J'KZY#$1B$*411')$1,\X$Y$"AA$9OI$(.4#A*$.@$
5)"MC)"**$0.$5)'"0'$&"0'$*'"*.#$C)"+,#C$.#5'$1B$('")&$
1,&&'0X$*4##$<'1($"#A$*.)C<41O*4A"#$")'$A'5&,#,#CK$Y@$1B$
1.J'1'#0*$")'$0,1'&BX$Y$5"#$"AA$"$0<,)A$.)$@.4)0<$<,C<$
]4"&,0B$C)"+,#C$("**$0.$1B$*411')$"##4"&$(&"#0,#C*KZP#'$
5"#$"&*.$5)'"0'$"$)'*''A,#C$"##4"&$.40$.@$5)"MC)"**$,@$
*''A<'"A$().A450,.#$,*$"&&.?'A$"0$0<'$'#A$.@$0<'$C)"+,#C$
('),.AKZP#'$.@$1B$("AA.5R*$)'*''A'A$,0*'&@$*.$"CC)'**,J'&B$
,#$0<'$'")&B$*411')$?,0<$5)"MC)"**$"#A$,#$0<'$&"0'$@"&&$?,0<$
5),1*.#$5&.J')$0<"0$Y$*0.(('A$#''A,#C$0.$M4B$*''A$@.)$"$@'?$
B'")*K$

Z

U<'#$*'00,#C$4($*4MA,J,A'*$@.)$C)"+,#C$*411')$"##4"&*X$
A.#b0$M'$@..&'A$MB$?<"0$"(('")*$0.$M'$1.)'$A"B*$.@$C)"+,#C$
0<"#$,0$,*KZ;"&&X$&'"@B$*('5,'*$&,R'$('")&$1,&&'0X$*.)C<41O*4A"#$
"#A$*4##$<'1($.@0'#$)']4,)'$&")C')$*4MA,J,A'*$0<"#$
(')'##,"&$("*04)'*X$"*$0<'$5.?*$?,&&$*0'($.#$"#A$R#.5R$.J')$
"$&")C'$(')5'#0"C'$.@$0<.*'$(&"#0*X$"#A$.#$0<'$@,)*0$A"B$[4*0$
M,0'$.40$0<'$0.(*KZY@$B.4$A,"&$,#$B.4)$*0.5R,#C$)"0'X$1.J'$0<'1$
A",&BX$"#A$"&&.?$@.)$().(')$)'*0$"#A$)'5.J')BX$B.4)$*0"#A$?,&&$
().A45'$1"#B$1.)'$(.4#A*$.@$C",#$0<"#$,@$B.4$(")R$0<'1$@.)$
0..$&.#C$.)$*0.1($0..$145<$.@$0<'$*0"#AKZ7).?#$1,AO),MM'A$
f7-3g$J"),'0,'*$.@$1,&&'0$"#A$*.)C<41O*4A"#$0B(,5"&&B$<"J'$
&'**$&,C#,#$"#A$1.)'$*4C")$0<"#$0<',)$5.#J'#0,.#"&$
5.4#0')(")0*X$M40$0<'$&"5R$.@$&,C#,#$?'"R'#*$0<',)$*0"&R*$"#A$
1"R'$0<'1$1.)'$().#'$0.$A"1"C'$@).1$.J')C)"+,#CKZU<,&'$
7-3$J"),'0,'*$5"#$,#5)'"*'$"J')"C'$A",&B$C",#*$fH!%gX$0<'B$
5"#$"&*.$)'A45'$(.4#A*$.@$C",#$(')$"5)'$,@$#.0$1"#"C'A$
5.))'50&BKZY0b*$"$C..A$()"50,5'$0.$*0")0$C)"+,#C$1,&&'0$"#A$
*.)C<41O*4A"#$A.1,#"#0$"##4"&*$?<'#$"M.40$R#''$0.$0<,C<$

Hairy vetch, rye, crimson clover, and oats blew away the rye monoculture.
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II

<,C<$"#A$*0.($"0$0<'$0.($.@$B.4)$M..0$0.$&.?')$*<,#KZY$0)B$"#A$
1.J'$5"00&'$"0$&'"*0$'J')B$0?.$A"B*$,@$#.0$'J')B$A"B$.#$0<'*'$
1,\'*$0.$C)"+'$0<'1$"*$'J'#$"*$(.**,M&'KZ3'1'1M')X$0<'$
*.)C<41$@"1,&B$.@$@.)"C'*$5"#$().A45'$()4**,5$"5,A$"@0')$"$
@).*0$"#A$5.#5'#0)"0'$#,0)"0'*$A4),#C$A).4C<0$*0)'**K$7'$*4)'$
0.$4#A')*0"#A$0<'$(.0'#0,"&$<"+")A*$.@$4*,#C$0<'*'$J"&4"M&'$
@.)"C'*$,#$B.4)$1,\KZ$


;<'$"##4"&$1,\'*$M'&.?$YbJ'$"A[4*0'A$.J')$"&1.*0$"$A'5"A'$
.@$'\('),1'#0"0,.#KZ;<'*'$")'$*('5,@,5$0.$1B$@")1$,#$o.#'$
QM$,#$/.40<$%'.)C,"X$M40$5.4&A$M'$"$*0")0,#C$(&"5'$0.$<'&($
54*0.1$A'*,C#$?<"0$?.)R*$@.)$B.4KZ;<'$@,)*0$@.4)$)"0'*$")'$
@.)$A),&&,#C$,#0.$()'(")'A$*.,&$.)$A.4M&'$5).($"##4"&*$0<"0$")'$
*4(()'**'A$?,0<$"CC)'**,J'$C)"+,#C$.)$5&,((,#CKZ;<'$("*04)'$
.J')*''A$,*$@.)$A),&&,#C$,#0.$A.)1"#0$(')'##,"&$("*04)'*$"#A$
,*$4*'A$0.$'*0"M&,*<$M.0<$(')'##,"&$&'C41'*X$@.)M*$"#A$
)'*''A,#C$"##4"&*X$#.0$#'5'**"),&B$"$B'")&B$)'5,('K

Spring oats, crimson clover, and hairy vetch having fun in March.
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ID

p 9I$&M*$('")&$1,&&'0$f;,@$&'"@$D$.)$"$7-3g

p 2$&M*$*.)C<41O*4A"#

p 2$&M*$*4##$<'1(

p 2$&M*$5.?('"$fY).#$"#A$N&"B$.)$3'A$3,((')g

p I$&M*$5)"MC)"**$f-.[.$.)$3'A$3,J')g

p 9$&M$.R)"$fN&'1*.#$/(,#'&'**g

p 9$&M$*4#@&.?')

/411')$-,\

p DT$&M*$5')'"&$)B'$fU)'#b*$HM)4++,g

p DT$&M*$*(),#C$."0$fLJ')&'"@g

p 9T$&M*$*(),#C$('"$fF:9:g

p T$&M*$)B'C)"**$f7,C$7.**g

p 9$&M$<BM),A$M)"**,5"$fU,#@)'A$.)$;O3"(0.)g

p 9$&M$R"&'$f7"B.4g

p I$&M*$C)"+,#C$)"A,*<

="&&$-,\p I:$&M*$*(),#C$."0$fLJ')&'"@g

p I:$&M*$?,#0')$."0$

p IT$&M*$5')'"&$)B'$fU)'#b*$HM)4++,g

p q9TOI:$&M*$)B'C)"**$f7,C$7.**X$N)'A'#5'$.)$
;H-;7Pg

p qTO9:$&M*$5),1*.#$5&.J')$f!,\,'$.)$H4$3.M,#g

p qTO9:$&M*$<",)B$J'05<$fH4$-'),0g

p T$&M*$*(),#C$('"$fF:9:g


qY@$Y$5"#$C)"+'$,#0.$-"B$Y$?,&&$4($0<'$3B'C)"**$"#A$
&'C41'*$0.$"$@4&&$)"0'X$,@$#.0X$Y$?,&&$&'**'#K$


U,#0')S/(),#C$-,\

p T$&M*$5),1*.#$5&.J')$f!,\,'$.)$H4$).M,#g

p T$&M*$<",)B$J'05<

p 9$&M$?..&B$(.A$J'05<

p I$&M*$")).?&'"@$5&.J')

p 9$&M$7"&&$5&.J')

p 9$&M$?<,0'$5&.J')$f!4)"#"g

p I$&M*$)'A$5&.J')$f7")A4).$.)$/.40<')#$7'&&'g

p 9$&M$5<,5.)B

p 9$&M$(&"#0",#

p I$&M*$M"&"#*"$5&.J')$f=Yr"#0,.mg

8')'##,"&$8"*04)'$-,\
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IF

%.,#C$@).1$&"0'$*'"*.#$*411')$"##4"&*$"#A$A'5&,#,#C$
]4"&,0B$(')'##,"&*$A,)'50&B$0.$&4*<$@"&&$"##4"&*$5"#$M'$<")A$.#$
0<'$A,C'*0,J'$*B*0'1$.@$5"00&'K$;<'$*"1'$5"#$M'$*",A$
0)"#*,0,.#,#C$,#$0<'$*(),#C$@).1$)B'C)"**$0.$M"<,"C)"**K$P#'$
?"B$0.$'"*'$0<,*$0)"#*,0,.#$,*$0.$4*'$.J')&"((,#C$@.)"C'$
)"0,.#*KZ;<,*$"&&.?*$0<'$)41'#$M,.&.CB$0.$*<,@0$@).1$A,C'*0,#C$
.#'$@''A$*.4)5'$0.$.#'$]4,0'$A,@@')'#0K$;,1'A$C)"+,#CX$
"&&.?,#C$"$@'?$<.4)*$'"5<$A"B$.@$0<'$"##4"&$@.)"C'X$.)$
@''A,#C$<"B$.)$M"&'"C'$"*$(")0$.@$0<'$A",&B$)"0,.#X$5"#$M.0<$
'"*'$0<'$0)"#*,0,.#"&$5<"&&'#C'*K$ZZ


E')'$,#$/.40<$%'.)C,"X$@"&&$,*$.#'$.@$0<'$1.*0$A,@@,54&0$0,1'*$
0.$*4((&B$0<'$#'5'**")B$#40),0,.#$@.)$&"50"0,#C$5"00&'$.)$
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?.)R$?.)0<$B.4)$0,1'KZ$


;)"#*,0,.#
One of the most difficult times to 
manage consistent gains is between 
shifting annual seasons.

Stockpiling cowpeas, millet, and sorghum-sudan for the September slump

https://georgiaforages.caes.uga.edu/content/dam/caes-subsite/forages/docs/faqs/042FAQ-stockpilebermuda.pdf
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-B$@,)*0$5.))'50,.#$0.$0<'$().M&'1$,#J.&J'A$1"R,#C$"$#'?$
@),'#A$,#$U'*0$8.,#0X$%'.)C,"KZLA$P&,J')$?"*$"$<,C<$*5<..&$
M"*'M"&&$"#A$*.@0M"&&$5."5<X$?),0')X$"#A$&.#CO0,1'$5"00&'$
M)''A')K$E'$<"A$M''#$("**,.#"0'$"M.40$M)''A,#C$5"00&'$@.)$


"M.40$"*$&.#C$"*$Y$<"A$M''#$"&,J'X$"#A$"@0')$"$A"B$),A,#C$
("*04)'*$?,0<$<,1X$Y$R#'?$Y$<"A$@.4#A$1B$A,)'50,.#KZLA$*.&A$
1'$"$<')A$*,)'$<'$?"*$)'0,),#CX$"#A$Y$*0,&&$)'1'1M')$A),J,#C$
M4&&$QD$<.1'$?,0<$1'$0<"0$A"B$0<,#R,#C$YbA$M'00')$M'$5")'@4&$
M'5"4*'$LA$?.4&A$#'J')$0"&R$0.$1'$"C",#$,@$"#B0<,#C$
<"(('#'A$0.$.#'$.@$<,*$M'*0$@),'#A*$fQDX$#.0$1'gKZP$8&"B@4&$
HCC),J"0,.#$D9OQD$?"*$<,*$H#C4*$H**.5,"0,.#$#"1'X$M40$?'$
A).(('A$0<'$@.)1"&,0,'*$)"0<')$]4,5R&BKZ$


When I moved home to the family farm I started with my grandfather’s herd.

Conventional genetics get TALL on grass and are hard to finish with proper fat 
cover.
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H@0')$"$*'"*.#$.@$5"&J'*X$Y$?'#0$M"5R$0.$LAb*$"#A$M.4C<0$0?.$
1.)'$B.4#C$M4&&*X$"#A$"@0')$"#.0<')$B'")X$M.4C<0$<,*$'#0,)'$
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LA$?"*#b0$B.4)$"J')"C'$M)''A')$&..R,#C$.40*,A'$0<'$<')A$@.)$
0<'$#'\0$C)'"0$0<,#CX$<'$?"*$@.54*'A$.#$<,*$5.?$<')AX$*"J,#C$
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83 was a friendly bull who added volume, docility, and carcass traits to his 
offspring.  Udder and coat quality was also improved.  Don’t let the fisheye 
lens fool you!
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103F is one of those cows I’d never sell.  She raises a top calf every year.
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Old-line Aberdeen Angus genetics. Incredible carcass on grass.
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Terminal breeding involves using a sire 
that is designed to produce calves we 
will eat.
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Charolais bull (Shutterstock)
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Your best proven cows will raise bulls that will move your program forward.  
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A cow that gets bred on time for many 
years and raises a good calf is either 
environmentally adapted or well 
supplemented. If we are in the cow 
business to make a profit, we are 
selecting for environmental 
adaptability.  
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60d, a Senepol step in the right direction.
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“Manage for what you want, not for 
what you don’t want.” - Gabe Brown

8<.0.$N)'A,0n$N<),*$E4#0X$HkN
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When I asked Gabe Brown about a 
weed species I was fighting, hoping for 
a cure I hadn’t considered, he answered 
with the previous quote.
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Mothering ability is as important as any other trait.
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Cow-calf operations typically require 
large acreages to feed breeding stock 
for 365 days a year.  
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5.4&A$M'$9$5.?$0.$I$"5)'*$,#$/.40<$%'.)C,"X$.)$9$5.?$0.$D::$
"5)'*$,#$5'#0)"&$m'?$-'\,5.K$3",#@"&&$4*4"&&B$(&"B*$"$&")C'$
).&'$,#$*0.5R,#C$)"0'*KZ7B$,1(&'1'#0,#C$1"#"C'A$C)"+,#CX$
?'$5"#$.@0'#$5"))B$D:OG:l$<,C<')$*0.5R,#C$)"0'*X$A'('#A,#C$
.#$.4)$@)']4'#5B$.@$1.J'*X$"1.4#0$.@$)'*,A4"&$1"0'),"&X$"#A$
A"B*$.@$)'*0$M'@.)'$)'04)#,#C$0.$0<'$("*04)'K$


;.$5)'"0'$"$C)"**$@,#,*<'A$*0'"R$0<"0$?,&&$M'$"55'(0"M&B$
0'#A')$"#A$<"J'$C..A$@"0$5.J')$"#A$@&"J.)X$B.4)$[.M$*0")0*$
M'@.)'$M,)0<KZU'bJ'$()'J,.4*&B$A,*54**'A$C'#'0,5*$"#A$,0*$
).&'$,#$0<,*$().5'**KZ=).1$"$1"#"C'1'#0$(')*('50,J'X$?'$
14*0$'#*4)'$C..A$#40),0,.#$(),.)$0.$M,)0<X$'*('5,"&&B$0<'$&"*0$
0),1'*0')$.@$()'C#"#5BKZ;<'$A"1b*$#40),0,.#"&$#''A*$?,&&$
('"R$").4#A$0?.$1.#0<*$"@0')$5"&J,#CX$"#A$0<'#$*&.?&B$0"(')$
A.?#$4#0,&$?'"#,#CKZ=.)$0<'$5"&@$0.$C).?$"CC)'**,J'&BX$0<'$
(",)$#''A$0.$'"0$?'&&$'J')B$A"BKZU'$.@0'#$5.#*,A')$.4)$

@.)"C'$().C)"1$"*$,0$)'&"0'*$0.$@''A,#C$0<'$#40),0,.#"&$#''A*$
.@$0<'$A"1*X$M40$.@0'#$@.)C'0$0<"0$0<'$5"&@X$"@0')$"$@'?$
1.#0<*X$?,&&$M'$C)"+,#C$"&.#C*,A'$<')KZP4)$5"&J'*$)']4,)'$
1.)'$'#')CB$"#A$().0',#$0<"#$0<',)$1.0<')*X$*.1'$.@$?<,5<$
0<'B$?,&&$M'$C'00,#C$@).1$<')$1,&RX$M40$,@$?'$<"J'$<,C<O]4"&,0B$
@.)"C'*$?'$5"#$.@@')X$,0$?,&&$C'0$4*$5&.*')$0.$.4)$@.)"C'$
@,#,*<'A$C."&KZ$


-"#B$)"#5<')*$,#$0<'$/.40<'"*0$5"&J'$,#$0<'$@"&&$
f/'(0'1M')Om.J'1M')gKZY$?.4&A$.#&B$)'5.11'#A$0<,*$
5"&J,#C$5B5&'$@.)$0<.*'$?<.$5"#$*0.5R(,&'$@'*54'X$.)$0<.*'$
?<.$(&"#0$?,#0')$"##4"&*X$"*$0<'$#40),0,.#"&$#''A$.@$0<'$
A"1*$?.4&A$M'$('"R,#C$A4),#C$?,#0')X$#.)1"&&B$"$0,1'$

N.?ON"&@$P(')"0,.#*

Focus on weaning percentage, not weaning weight.
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A simple, home-built creep gate that allows calf access to our improved 
pastures.
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A Grazing Calendar can help inform your ideal calving season based on multiple considerations.  The chart above I used based on my business.
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We read nutrition in poop.  If it looks like pancake batter, we are dialed in. 
Photo credit: Chris Hunt, AJC
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Stocker/Finisher operations require 
higher energy and protein forages and 
feedstuffs than cow-calf programs. 
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Spring oats and hybrid turnip: a fall one-two punch!
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Hairy vetch, crimson clover, and rye overseeded in bahiagrass pastures.  The 
key is giving it enough time to grow in the early spring.
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Jim Gerrish popularized the concept of 
Management Intensive Grazing (MIG) 
with a career of academic work at the 
University of Missouri a few decades 
back.  
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A heavy stocking rate of dry cows to clean up a fall stockpile. 

https://www.americangrazinglands.com/
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When I moved home to the family farm 
and started managing my grandfather’s 
herd, one thing I quickly discovered was 
that I had too many troublemakers. 
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Ranch life is more enjoyable with docile cattle.
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The less we know about science the 
easier it is to question the need for 
minerals.  
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https://extension.sdstate.edu/cow-mineral-nutrition-reading-tag-bioavailability
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An often-overlooked element of 
management is the quality and 
availability of water.  
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Permanent water stations can be great long-term investments, especially if 
labor is limited.  Be thoughtful with placement to get maximum flexibility 
with Adaptive Grazing.

https://extension.uga.edu/publications/detail.html?number=SB56
https://extension.uga.edu/publications/detail.html?number=SB56
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Retail vs. Wholesale

Photo credit: Tara Cramer 

“The Farm at Watermelon Road”
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When I first started grass finishing, I was 
focused on production.  
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Genetics x Management= Delicious.  

http://www.deepgrassgraziers.com/
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Steers vs. Heifers
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When the wholesale price for grass 
finished steers went from $3.10/lb HCW 
to $2.65/lb overnight, I understood the 
problem of price taking.  
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Replacement heifers developed on forages.  Photo credit: Chris Hunt for the AJC.
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Processing
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One of the most critical parts of raising 
grassfed beef is the part you probably 
don’t control.  
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Good Cryovac wrapping showcases the product and protects it in storage.
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Storage & Transportation
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Unless your customers pick up their 
product directly from the processor, 
your business will need the ability to 
safely store and transport frozen 
product.  
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Marketing “People don’t buy what you do, they buy 

why you do it.” - Simon Sinek
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Your product is paramount, but your 
story will bring them to your door.
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Hop clover is a wild legume that cattle enjoy a few weeks every spring.  
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Remember that spreadsheet we talked 
about earlier.  
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If you want to direct market but limit  
your customer workload, focus on just 
selling quarters, halves, and wholes.  
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The rule of real estate also applies to 
finding and keeping customers.  
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In today’s online world, I would not 
recommend starting a business without 
a website.  
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https://whiteoakpastures.com/
https://homeplacepastures.com/
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/business/software/best-website-builders/
https://deeprootsbranding.com/ecommerce-comparison-for-farms-shopify-vs-grazecart-vs-barn2door-vs-volusion-vs-woocommerce/
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A website is an invaluable tool for 
building your business, but I would also 
recommend utilizing social media sites 
to promote your business and brand.  
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Print media is another avenue to getting 
the word out about your ranch 
products.  
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Certifications

“Doveryai no proveryai. (Trust but verify)” 
- Russian proverb
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One question you need to answer when 
planning a direct market business is, 
“Do I want or need third party 
certifications?”  
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Insurance is another topic to consider 
when selling your product direct to the 
consumer, or hosting customers on-
site.  
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If you remember back in the 
introduction, I studied English and 
Journalism. 
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Courtesy Ranching for Profit

https://ranchmanagement.com/ranching-for-profit-school-2/
https://ranchmanagement.com/ranching-for-profit-school-2/
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“It isn’t sustainable if it isn’t profitable.”    
- Dave Pratt
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Happiness is often underrated.  Don’t be afraid to invest in it.
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The ability to adapt to disturbances, 
disasters, or detrimental circumstances 
is how I define resilience as a metric for 
fortifying a ranch business. 
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When learning a new skill, we rarely master it on the first try.
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 Photo credit: Chris Hunt, AJC
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We’ve spent a lot of our time discussing 
the nuts and bolts of ranch production.  
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Image credit: Francesco Miralles “Ikagi: The Japanese Secret to a Long and 
Happy Life.”
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Final Thoughts



=,#"&$;<.4C<0*

GQ

When I started this book, I intended to 
focus on my experiences as a grass 
finished beef producer in the South.   
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Another great day on the ranch. Photo credit: Chris Hunt, AJC
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